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the public will be amply protected, I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. G. B. Wooed, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

Pegislative Assembly.
Thursday, 10th November, 1938.
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p-m., and read prayers.
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Superannuation and Family Benefits.
Introduced by the Premier.

2. Industries Assistance Act Continuance.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

In Committee.

Resumed from the Sth November.
Sleeman in the Chair; the
Works in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clause 7—Amendment of Sec-
tion 65:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Para-
graph {a) of this clause is certainly ambiga-
ous, and I propose to substitute for it an-

Mr.
Minister for
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other paragraph that will clarify the posi-
tion. I move an amendment—

That paragraph (a) be struck out and the
following words inserted in lien:—

{a) By deleting Subsection 3 and inserting
in lieu thereof n subsection as follows:—

(3) No person who at or in relation to
any election—(a) acts as rewurning ofli-
cer; or (b) has been appointed by the
Minister to take absentee votes shall be
or become a candidate at such election.
Provided that thisz subsection shall not
apply to a person who having heen ap-
pointed to take absentee votes as afore-
said, by a notice in writing to the Min-
ister, relinquishes such appointment be-
fore the nomination day for the election
at which he proposes to be a candidate.

Tf this amendment is carried, no person who
has been appointed a postal vote officer shall
take postal votes unless he relinquishes that
position priov to bhecoming a candidate for
the road board, The amendment will make
the clause clear.

Mr. SAMPSON: Some inconvenienee will
be caused in districts where there is only
one postal vote officer if that officer
is  withdrawn. Is it intended that the
withdrawal shall be only temporary, or
does the Minister mean that after the
election is over the person whe has
held the position shall antomatically be re-
stored to it? ould the Minister agree to
the sccretary of the road board being the
postal vote officer?

The Minister for Works:
part he holds that position.

Mr. SAMPSON: But not always.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If he does not, the
board is at fault.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the Minister is able
to assure the boards that no inconvenience
will arise in connection with postal vote
arrangements, his amendment is quite clear.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : No diffi-
culty will arise with regard to postal vote
officers, because the seeretary of the local
road board is almost always that officer.

Mv, Doncy: Yes, in nearly every instance,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If a
postal vote officer did desire to nominate, he
would naturally notify the board accord-
ingly and the board could make a recom-
mendation so as to overcome the diffieulty.

Mr. Sampsen: That would be quite satis-
factory.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments,

For the most
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BILL—AMENDMENTS
INCORPORATION,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
¥ C. L. Smith—Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[4.44] in moving the seecond reading said:
The Bill proposes to repeal the Amendments
Incorporation Act, 1923, which was designed
for the reprinting of statutes in consolidated
form when that eourse beeame necessary.
One difficulty regarding the exisiing Act is
that no provision is made for the renumber-
ing of sections. In a number of instances
of amendments to statntes those amendments
do not themselves make any provision for
their places in the prineipal Aet. In some
amending legislation we have had before the
House the amendments are stated in such a
way that they appear in the amended Act as
Section 10A or Section 10B. In such in-
stances we know where those sections should
be placed in the amended Aet. One difficulty
regarding that method of numbering sec-
tions avises in conneetion with future amend-
ments, the proper place for which wonld be
hetween Section 10A and Section 10B. I
do not know how that diffienlty is overcome
by Parliaments that adopt that particeunlar
system for numbering their amending see-
tions. In other instances Bills have been
passed to amend Acts, and the clanses of the
amending Bills are numbered 1, 2, 3 and 4.
Then there are other instances where
the amending provision is general in its
terms, and although a place can be found
for it in the prinecipal Aet, the amending
legislation provides no indication as to where
the provision should appear in the Act. In
amendments relating to some Acts atiempts
have been made to overcome the diffienlty hy
providing in the amending Aect that the
principal Aet shall be reprinted and that
the seetions shali be renumbered in arithme-
tical order, together with the adjunsting of
eross references to the sections, subseetions,
paragraphs and subparagraphs. Provision
is also made for the sections of the prinei-
pal Act as amended heing transferred and
placed in proper order with all amendments
incorporated in their proper places and suit-
able references fo amended and transposed
secfions made in the marginal notes. In-
stances of that kind ave to be found in the
Factories and Shops Aet Amendment Act,
No. 54 of 1937, and also in the Bread Aet
Amendment Aef, No, 49 of 1037, There
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are other instances in our statute-book of
amendments of that description. Where
provision has been mmade for the insertion
of amendments in their proper places, for
their being numbered and relettered and for
the alterations being incorporated in a re-
print of the Act, it has been possible to
undertake that work. A number of our
statutes have heen reprinted in consolidated
form accordingly, bnt we find, with regard
to many statutes to which amendments have
heen made such as I have jndicated where
the amending sections have been numbered
1, 2 and 3, and subsequently further amend-
ing legislation has heen passed altering those
amendments, thus adding further to the diffi-
culty, Tn consequence, legislation upon tha
sulvjects dealt with has become very in-
volved, oven for members of the legal frater-
nity but, to a greater degree, for the gen-
eral publie. From that standpoint I may
cite the Companics Act, which has been
amended on several occasions, while another
instance is provided by the Fremantle
Municipal Tramways Aet, which has been
the subject of a number of amendments that
have made the measure particularly eompli-
cated. The latter Aet has heen amended by
legislation in which the provisions were

numwbered 1, 2 and 3, and, generally
speaking, it would be impossible to
consolidate that Aet under the exist-

ing Amendments incorporation Act. Whilst
in the main the provisions of that
Act will be found in the Bill, the Bill goes
further, because the Minister for Justice or
the Attorney General may eause an Act to
be reprinted by the Government Printer so
that the veprint incorporates every amend-
ment that is made by repeal or omission of
any words, or hy the substitution of any
words in lien of any words repealed or
omitted, or by the insertion or addition of
any words. The term “words” includes part,
division, heading, section, subseetion, para-
graph, schedule and any other words, figures,
or passages in any Aet. 1 may point out
that under the existing Amendments Tneor-
poration Aet, reprints are to be printed
under the supervision of the Clerk of Par-
liaments. We propose fo alter that pro-
vision, and so thi= measare provides that
veprints shall be printed under the super-
vigion of the Crown Law Department. When
the Amendments Tucorporation Aet was
passed, the then Clerk of Parliaments was a
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member of the legal profession and eomse-
quently competent, on that account, to exer-
cise the necessary supervision. Our present
Clerk of Parliaments is not a lawyer, and so
we feel these compilations would be better
gupervised by the Crown Law Department.
The definition of the term “words” in the
Bill is practically the same as that in the
existing legislation; but the Bill provides
for the renumbering and insertion, in their
proper place, of amendments to principal
Acts,

The Bill also specifically provides that the
short title of the reprimted Aect may be
altered so as to indicate the vear in which it
was passed, and the vear in which was
passed the latest Aet amending the reprinted
Act. If any reference is contained in a re-
printed Aet to any other Act, or portion of
an Act, for which some other Aet or portion
of an Act has been substituted, that refer-
ence may he altered to a veference fo the
substituted Aet or portion of any Act. If
any reference is contaimed in a rveprinted
Act to a name, style, or title of any place,
person, body corporate or amtherity which
name, style, or title has heen changed pursu-
aut to any Aect or law, the reference mayv be
altered to the name, style or title as so
changed. Marginal notes to any section con-
tained in a veprinted Act may be altered so
as to aecord with the troe effect of the see-
tion.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You have taken notice
of my snggestion,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Any
words at the foot of a reprinted Aect indicat-
ing the giving of the Royal Assent thereto
may be omitted, provided that the date of
the Royal Assent shall appear in every re-
printed Act. Errors in spelling or number-
ing in any Act reprinted may bre corrected.
We have at present on onr statute-hook an
Act entitled the Statutes Compilation Aet.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Are vou repealing
that Aect as well?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
We do not think it proper to do so by
this legislation. Personally, T think it wn-
desirable to repeal it. It is somewhat eum-
bersome, I admit, as it provides for a reso-
Intion of both Houses of Parliament to be
passed authorising the compilation of any
piece of legislation. A Bill could then be
brought down in a consolidated form and
passed by both Houses. On only one ocea-
sion, I think, have we taken advantage of
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the provisions of the Statutes Compilation
Act, and that was for the compilation of the
Pharmacy and Poisons Act. The Statntes
Compilation Act was, of course, superseded
by the Amendmeuts Incorporation Act
which, az I have indicated, does not go far
enongh, The Statutes Compilation Aect was
topied from a statute passed in New Zea-
land, I think in 1905. The New Zealand
Act has, however, long since been repealed.
The Act does have this advantage, that if
a Government, or a Government department,
were somewhat tardy in compiling existing
statutes, members could bring the matter
under the notice of Parliament, point out the
necessity for the compilation of a particular
piece of legislation and have resolutions
carvied for the purpose of effecting such
compilation. That Act has not been avajled
of extensively, nor do I think it will be so
Jong as the Government is reprinting Acts
with reasonable expedition.

Legislation similar fo the Amendments In-
corporation Act has been passed in most of
the other States of the Commonwealth, but
that legislation is better designed {o facili-
tate reprints than is our existing Amend-
ments Incorporation Act. The present Bill
will give all the facilitics that are required
in that directton, T move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond tume.

On motion hy Mr. Watts,
journed.

debate  ad-

BILL—LIGHTS (NAVIGATION
PROTECTION).

In Comamnittee.

My, Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Rill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clanse 3—Powers in relation to lights.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: As
this is the most important clause of the
Rill, T made inquiries and ascertained that
the ohjections raised hy the member for
Nedlands are not valid. T am not suggesting
the member for Nedlands contended they
were; he merely raised donbis. Under the
Constitution, we have concurrent powers
with the Commonwealth over navigation.
Under Commonwealth legislation, control is
exercised by the Commeonwealth over oeean
lights, rather than over lights of the port
and harbour authorities, The request for
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a Bill of this description has come from
the permanent committee of the Interstate
Conference of Australian Harbour Authori-
ties. It met in Melbourne on the 13th
Angust, 1937, and carried a resolution re-
questing this legislation. The marginal note
will indicate veferences to similar legisla-
tion in Queensland, Victoria and South Aus-
tralia, as well as New Zealand.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4 to 7, Title—agreed fo.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1938-39.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 8th November; Mr.
Sleeman in the Chair.

Vote—Medical, £38,260;

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
after this Vote had been partly considered.

HON. C, G. LATHAM (York) [5.5]:
The Minister should tell the Committee
why the policy for the country distriets in
respect of the building of hospitals is dif-
ferent from that which applies to the Perth
Hospital. For a number of years it has
been the policy of the department to pro-
vide for the building of hospitals in coun-
try distriets on the understanding that the
local people contribute towards the cost.
In the metropolitan area, however, it does
not seem to be necessary for the community
to make any additional contributions. There
is & good deal more wealth in the city than
in the ecountry districts. Seasons as we
know have been bad, and the strain will be
far more severely felt by the farming com-
munity than by business people in the met-
ropolitan area. So in country towns diffi-
culty will be experienced in raising moncy
for hospital construction. In the ecity there
are millions of pounds’ worth of property,
and no call whatever is made upon the
people. I hope the Minister will tell the
Committee the reason for the difference in
the poliey of hospital building in the eoun-
try and in the city. We have been informed
that a new hospital is to be constructed in
the city at a cost of three-quarters of a
miltion, that the money will be found by
the hoard of management, and will be guar-
anteed by the Government. I am eertain
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that many hospitals that are really needed
in country distriets would speedily be built
if they could be financed in a similar man-
ner. It is not fair that country districts
should be treated differently from the met-
ropolitan arca.

MRES. CARDELL - OLIVER (Subiaco)
[37]: I draw the Minister’s attention
to the fact that the newly-built King Ed-
ward Hospital has heen constructed with-
nut & kitehen, and that it will be neees-
sary to convey the food from the existing
kitchen to the new building, a distance of
approximately 200 yards. Attached to the
old hospital there is a dilapidated kitchen,
which is really a disgrace. The food will
have to be cooked there and taken by an un-
sheltered path to the new structure.
The Minister may, of course, arrange for
some sort of cover, but so far I have not
heard of this having been done. One can
imagine in what conditior the food will
reach the building. It will be in anything
but an appetising state. It does seem ex-
traordinary that provision should have
been made for the ereetion of such a fine
building without a kitechen. Even though
it be kept on a hot point, the food is no
longer the same, and cannot be fit for con-
sumption by people who are ill. I under-
stand it would cost another £10,000 tc add
a suitable kitehen to the new structure.
Even though it did eost that sum of money,
the work would be well worth undertaking,
because the newly-built hospital cannot be
regarded as complete in every respect until
the kitchen is provided. I regret that it
has heen necessary to roof the structure
with galvanised iron. But apart from that,
the real defect is the failure to provide
proper cooking facilities in the building it-
self, The Minister mentioned that there
would be a deficit of £40,000 on the voie,
but even that should not prevent the pro-
vision of cooking facilities in the new build-
ing that has cost so much.

MR. NORTE ((laremont} [5.9]: Many
subjects have been discussed under this vote,
but one I consider of importance and is a
menace to health has not heen touched upon,
and that is the mosquito pest. If Perth is
to hecome a city that will be attractive to
tourists, we must make an attempt to eradi-
cate mosquitoes. With the development of
air navigation, the date is not far-distant
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when air liners from overseas will be alight-
ing ou the Swan River. During the recent
war scare it was announced that the British
Government had made plans for a service of
air liners from Africa to Western Australia.
Shonld this come about, there will be the
danger of malaria and other tropical diseases
being brought here. This, therefore, is an
inportant reason why mosquito eradication
should be taken up in earnest as a publie
serviee under the Health Department. For
vears past, many hundreds, or even perbaps
many thousands of pounds have been spent
without snecess in an attempt to destroy the
pest, and failure has been due largely io
the fact that the districts of local authori-
ties carrying ount the work are not con-
tiguouns. Large areas between the territory
controlled by the local bodies are left un-
touched, and so the money that the work of
eradication has cost has not been spent Lo
the best advantage. The Commissioner of
Health has great power under the Aect, far
greater than he has exercised, and if he de-
sired he could take over the work and save
the community the cost of it. He could well
impose a rate and save to the local authori-
ties the money they are now expending on
isolated efforts. I notice a few mem-
hers smiling. T snppose it is because they
are impervious to the sting of mosquitoes,
but T vepeat that if Perth as a city heautiful
is to attract visitors we must consider this
problem.  Comparatively speaking it will
cost very little bearing in mind the advan-
tage that will follow. I trust the Minister
for Health will give the matter some atten-
tion.

MR. THORN {(Toodyay) [5.13]: I wish
to bring under the notice of the Minister for
Health the question of the lazaret at Wooro-
Ino. This has been a contentious matter and
the residents in the distriet have become
really eoncerned.

Mr. Marshall: How many patients are
there in the lazaret?

Mr. THORN: Seven, I believe, and T
have been notified this week that another
patient has heen sent there. The existing
state of affairs is cavsing some concern
around Wooroloo and the matter should re-
crive the attention of the health authorities.
Some time ago I suggested to the Federal
Minister for Health that there shomld be
onc lazaret for lepers for the whole of
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Australia. We are continually being in.
formed by the medical profession that lep-
rosy is not contagious and that it is neces-
sary really to come into close con-
tact with a person to become infected.
There is very definite cvidence that the
disease is on the inerease. When 1 fivst
bronght the matter before the House there
were four lepers at Woureloo. Since then
the number has increased to eight and
naturally people in the district are becom-
ing very congerned. The presence of the
lazaret is having a depressing effect on
their business and land values are reduced.
To-day nobody wants to buy property at
Wooroloo. About two vears age an inquiry
was held but it was purely a deparimental
investigation and of course the findings were
in favour of the department. ! hope the
time will come when the Minister will he
able to have an impartial inquiry under-
taken. I trnst that a Commission represent-
ing different interests will be appointed to
make a full inquiry. The people were very
disappeinted at the way they were treated
on the' last oceasion.

Many years ago when the lazaret was
{irst established at Wooroloo the people were
promised by the Hon. Jabez Dodd, the then
Minister for Heaith, that no additions would
be made and that the ercction of the laz-
aret was only a temporary measure. How-
ever, the lazaret has been continued and
what coneerns me is that money is being ex-
pended on more buildings and the lazaret
is eonsequently becoming more firmly estab-
lished each year. I do not know where we
can transfer it. I got into trouble previousiy
for suegesting where it might be established,
s0 I am not going to make any further sug-
gestions. [ notice that the member for
Kanowna (Mr. Nuolsen) is looking very haridt
aft me.  Of course we are very sympathetic
towards these unforiunate people,

Mr. North: Are they natives?

AMr. THORN: No, they are whites, and 1
am sure that we are all anxious to have
them accommeodated in the most rcongenial
surroundings. The matter is one that must
be dealt with because there is definite proof
that the number of lepers is inc¢rensing and
I do not think that Wooroclop should be
wade p dumping ground for them. Anyone
passing along the Northam-road ean see the
leprosarium, which is a few hundred yards
off the main thoroughfare o Northam. The
inmates have no guard placed over them.
They are told not to go away, but they ean
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zo. One came to Perth some time ago and
u week was occupied in looking for her
This is a matter that concerns the public. |
know of onec leper who came from Queens-
land. One of our loecal policemen who hap-
pened to know Lim saw him and he was then
sent to our lazaret.

Mr. Cross: Is he one of the addifions?

Mr. THORN: Te is not one of the latest
additions. The residents of the distriet are
vetry perturbed about this serious question
and I sincerely hope the Minister will suu-
zest to the Commonweaith Covernment
some suitable scheme for housing all lepers
in Australia in one leprosarium.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[8.20]: Comparisons have been drawn he
tween the manner of financing the construc-
tion of country hospitals and tbose in the
metropolitan area. Apparently it is the in-
tention fo make hospitals in the metropoli-
tan area a charge upon the public revenue.
I can see no reason for discrimination of this
kind in favour of metropolifan hospitals. 1
daresay the explanation advanced will be
that in the Perth hospital, and possibly other
hospitals in the metropolitan area, there is
a very big proportion of patients from the
eountry, but I would like to draw the atten-
tion of the Minister to the faet that just rec-
ently figures relating to certain of the hig
hospitals in the country were examined. The
investigation showed that there was a greater
proportion of outside residents in country
hospitals than of ecuntry people in metro-
politan hospitals. The hospitals at Merve-
din, Katanning and Albany were selected at
random for this examination and there was
certainly a big proportion of metropolitan
people in those hospitals. It this method is
to be adopted in the metropolitan area of
charging the cost of hospitals to Consoli-
dated Revenue, perhaps the intention of the
CGovernment is to extend the same privilege
to country areas, although I suppose the
House will be fairly doubtful about that. It
would, however, be one satisfactory veason
for the Government’s having decided to build
the new Perth Hospifal from the public
revenue.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [5.22]: I wish
to thank the Minister and the department for
many improvements to the hospitals in my
electorate. Not long after the present
Minister was appointed he started to visit
country hospitals and as a result improve-
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ments were effected at the Jarrahdale hospi-
tal. Like other electorates, mine is still
waiting for a few more benefits. I under-
stand that the Dwellingup hospital commit-
tee has submitted a plan for a new mater-
nity ward and block and I trust that it will
receive favourable consideration from the
Minister. T helieve the Morningion Hospital
is not as fully staffed as formerly on account
of the erection of a new hospital at Harvey.
A request for a hospital has come from a
little place called Donnybrook which is a
very important centre, right in the heart of
the fruitgrowing country in the South-West.
Donnybrook is many miles from. a hospital.
Tt is iti the wmiddle of a triangle with Collie
at onec corner, Bridgetown in another and
Bunbury, 25 miles away, in the third. An
up-to-date little hospital to accommodate
about nine people is needed there and an
X-Ray plant and an up-to-date operating
theatre are neeessary.

I desire to pay a tribute to the people in
the country who do such a great deal of
work for hospitals. I could enumerate num-
bers of things that have been done by
country committees. For instance, the Dwel-
lingup committee supplies the whole of the
linen for the local hospital. The women’s
auxiliary works every year to replace the
linen and provides many other requirements.
The children in country distriets also assist
the hospitals by holding egg days and in
other ways. People support the hospitals by
condueting sports gatherings and balls and
all sorts of competitions. It is absolutely
marvellous how folk in the couniry obtain
money to maintain and improve hospitals.
A few years ago Donnyhrook raised £700
and the Government obtained a block of
five ncres on which to ercet a hospital. The
time has passed and the amount of monev
at preseat in hand is over £1,300. Of that
amount over £300 was raised by the retarned
soldiers’ committee and the ecitizens of
Donnvbrook in a hig effort made at the be-
ginning of this yvear. The people of the
town are extremely anxious to have an up-
to-date hospital. Donnvbrook is 25 miles
from Bunbury and, if an operation is
urgenty required, that is a long distance to
take o patient. Donnybrook is the centre
of a number of timber mills and of a great
Fruitgrowing aven, and I trust it will not he
long hefore the town has its hospital. I
hope also that many other countryv centres
will enjoy a similar advantage.
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I wish to pay a tribute to the work of the
Lotteries Commission. Quite a number of
the tacilities provided at eountry hospitals
could not have heen provided hut for the as-
sistance of the Commission. I congratulate
the Minister on the aequisition of the tra-
velling dental clinic that was handed over
to him by the Commission thiz week. The
clinte was provided as the result of £1,000
donated by the Lotteries Commission and it
will be a great boon to the children in ouf-
back centres who vequire dental treatment,
and especially children of necessitous parents,
Az the Minister has stated, the provision of
a travelling dental ciinie is a marvellous im-
provement and a great innovation for this
State. 1 trust it will not be long before
many more of these travelling clinies will be
provided beeanse the State is so huge and so
many need dental treatment that one clinie
will be insufficient. Admittedly there ave
several school dentists and nurses, but those
of us that represent country electorates know
that the dentists cannot possibly visit all the
centres. Sometimes two years elapse be-
tween visits to a particular eentre.

MR. TONEKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[5.29]: Last year the department provided
£2,720 for infant health elinies in this State
and T notice that this year the estimated
expenditure is £3,100. T suppose the Min-
ister will say he is pretty hard put to find
that amount of money, bat 1 consider that
the Government is getting out of this very
lightly, because if the publie-spirited people
who do this work were to withdraw from
it, the Government would be oblized to find
the whole of the cost of establishing the
clinies. Not the least important part of the
work performed by the clinies is the giving
of pre-natal advice to prospective mothers.
That has undoubtedly resulted in a consi-
derable reduetion in maternal mortality, and
represents an investment to ensure that the
children are born healthy. That must save
the State thousands of pounds later by ob-
viating the need for enlarging hospitals. If
children are born unhealthy, undoubtedly
we are storing up for onrselves a consider-
able legacy of sickness and ill-health. I
should like the Minister to endeavour to be
az liberal as possible to the people establish-
ing such clinies, for they give their time
and their money in large measure. Almost
without exception, mothers who go to the
clinies make some contribution for the “ser-
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vice they receive. Cottesloe has a system
whereby the mother contributes by putting
4 coin into & box for that purpose, No
onc knows the amount given hy any parti-
cular person. If a person can give 3s. or
5s. she does so, and if she ean ouly eontri-
bute 3d. she does so and nobedy knows, not
even the nurse in charge, how much she is
contributing. That is an excellent idea, and
its suecess proves thot people are willing to
coniribute as much as they can afford. Ag
the Cottesloe infant health elinie the system
produecs quite a large sum of money, en-
abling the elinic to do additional excellent
work, T am glad to say that through the
liberality of the Lotteries Commission it has
heen possible to extend the work to Mosman
Park. I find the members of the Commis-
ston most sympathetic to the work; they
deserve the praise and thanks of all mem-
bers and of the Minister for the very sym-
pathetie consideration they extend to pro-
jects of this nature. TUndoubtedly, as re-
gards Mosman Park, were it not for the
helpful view taken by the Commission, it
woud not have been possible to undertake
the new huilding which is in eourse of erce-
tion there and almost completed.

People opposed to lotteries should realise
that without the Commission this community
would have to do without many of those
clinies.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver:
tained by taxation.

Mr. TONKIN: It has been said here
night after night that ulready we are taxed
up to the hilt. T heard the Deputy Leader of
the National Party say during this session

Funds ean he ob-

that the stage of taxation which
had been reached in Western
Australia  was  such as practically to

stifle industry; that it was impossible to im-
pose farther taxation without eausing griev-
ous harn. People object strenuously fo
direet taxation.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: In this matter they
tax themsoelves.

My, TONRIN: They do not mind doing
fhat. Tt scems to be a trait of Australian
human natnre not to object to indirect taxa-
tion. The Anstralian will contribute to all
sorts of projects; hut direct taxation, even
for an infant health clinie, he objects to
vigoronsly. 1 am perfectly convinced that
in the ahsence of the Lotteries Commission
thore would not be as many infant health
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clinies as exist to-day, and that many hospi-
tals would not have the furnishings whish
the Lotteries Commission has supplied, such
things as refrigerators and x-ray plants.
For my part I hope the Commission will
continue, so that infant health clinics may
receive additional funds to extend their ex-
tremely valuahle work.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not the way
clinics get their money in Russia.

Mr. TONKIN: I see the Chairman look-
ing hard at me, and I will save up my reply
for another time. To reiterate, my thanks
are freely given to the Lotteries Commission
for the most valuable help that body bas
rendered towards the establishment of infant
healih clinies. T hope the Commission will
extend its work, so that still more of these
clinies may be established throughout the
State. I know of no more valuable health
work Lhan that done by the elinies. Mar-
vellous work is being done by people who
give their time, their money and their energy
to the furtherance of these elinics. 1 say
again that not the least important part of
the work is the pre-natal advice given to
mothers. The figures of recorded attendances
show that mwre and more mothers are
attending the clinies for adviece, and un-
donhtedly the nation is benefiting consider-
ablv as a result of their establishment.
Whilst T am pleased that the department
anticipates some extension and will spend an
additional £380 this year, I ask that fhe most
liberal treatment possible be given to this
branch of the Health Department, because
its work, and that of the people connected
with it. are entitled fo every encouragement.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.37]:
I congratulate the Minister on the very clear
way he has submitted these Estimates. The
hon. gentleman outlined the activities of the
department and showed what it was doing in
the metropolitan area and alse in couniry
distriets. I support the previons speaker’s
sugmestion that the vote for infant health
clinies chould he substantially increased, be-
cause the inerease will definitely bring about
a saving of human life. The saving of lives
in this eonneetion means the saving of ex-
pense to the State. A great deal of money
has been spent on immigration, on trying
to induce people fo come here. Therefore
the saving of children born here represents
definite gain to Western Australia. Any in-
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creased expenditure in this direction will be
recouped in days to come.

Glancing at the vital stafisties contained
in the “Western Australian Pocket Year
Book™ T observe that between 1928 and 1937
there has been an inerease of one per thous-
and in the marriage rate. Turning to the
birth-rate figures, I find that in 1928 the rate
was 21.36 and in 1937 only 18.93, showing a
decrease of nearly three per thousand. As
regards infant mortality, I find that in 1928
the deaths of children under one year were
48.12 per thousand, and that in 1937 this
vate had decreased to 37.52. In other words,
in 1937 as compared with 1928, 11 lives per
thousand were being saved. There is need
for that saving, as the birth rate has dimin-
ished by approximately three per thonsand.
Therc is need for it even though between
1928 and 1937 the marriage rate increased
by one per thousand. Expenditure on infanl
health centres, therefore, is excellent expen-
diture. The Infant Health Assoeciation,
which funetions under the Health Depart-
ment, could probably develop the work fur-
ther. There is room for more infant health
centres not only in the metropolitan arvea
but also in the outback distriets. I speak
with some aunthority on the subjeet, because
although I have only a family of two I can
say that had it not been for the assistance
of infant health centres it is certain my
children would never have been raised, on
aceount of diffieulty in feeding. Many
mothers in this community who have raised
four, five, or even six children without diffi-
culty, find that the raising of yet another child
is another matter, Tn those eircumstances
the mother can seek advice and assistance af
an infant health centre from a sister who is
skilled in regard to the bringing up of
children, their feeding and se on. Thus in
the saving of child life, a matter of great
importance to the State, the clinies are
doing admirable work. The increase of
approximately £400 in the vote will soon he
caten up. I trust that next year's Estimates,
irrespective of what Government may he in
power, will show a substantial increase in
this vote. Thus we shall save life, and the
hest kind of life for this State—the native-
horn—and offset the meney spent on immi-
gration,

The value of the infant clinies’ work i=
well known to me. At many clinies the
nurse carries on under exceedingly diffieunlt
eonditions—in a mere room without the
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necessary equipment. The member for North-
Bast ¥remantle has indicated how largely
the Lotteries Comunission assists loeal efforts
to provide buildings in which the work ean
be carried on to the best advantage. Even
though the State may wear an appearanee
of indigence and in spite of the incvitable
cry “Where is the mouney io come from?”
there is no more important work than that
of saving newly-born children to take their
places in owr community. To achieve that
end we cannot do too much.

Aembers will recollect that some years
ago the Commonwealth set up a Nutritional
Committee to inguire in the variouns States
how the people were heing fed, the kind of
food they were eating, and the value and
suflicieney of that food for physical well-
heing. I do not know whether the Depart-
ment of Health eo-operates with that com-
mittee, but I do know that in the other
States local committees assist in this diree-
tion. The Departinent of Health should cer-
tainly co-operate with the Commonwealth
Government. In Queensland there is a com-
mittee established and it is doing exeellent
work. I have no knowledge that anything
of the kind has ever been done here. Per-
haps the Minister will indieate whether the
department works in eonjunetion with the
Commeonwealth in this dircetion. The same
thing might be said in respect of physical
exercises and physieal development, TIn
cvery part of the world to-day, and more
particularly in the United Kingdomn and
European countries, physical development is
regarded as a matter of the first importance,
and it applies not only to youths but adults.
The objeet naturally is fo bring about a
better condition of health by inducing every-
one to indulge in physical exercises begin-
ning at the school peried. The cffect of the
oxereises has been to keep many away from
hospitals and in that way we can readily
understand that a considerable sum of
money must be saved the community in the
way of having to provide hospital acecom-
modation and medical attention. Great suc-
cess has attended the kecp-fit movement,
partienlarly in Great Britain and Germany.
We are aware that the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment has carried out some initial work
in this direction, but it should he done in co-
operation between the Health Department
and the Education Department. There is
every need for all to keep fit, 50 as to he able
successfully to carry on our various activi-
ties in life. I trust the Minister will give
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consideration to this nuestion, which is of
considerable importance to the community,

MR. TOX (South Fremantle) [548]: I
congratulate the Minister on the suecess of
the Perth dental ¢linic but at the same time
I should like to tell him that there is uecd
for considerable improvement. Very often
we come into contact with old-age pensioners,
widows and people in destitute cir-
cumstances who are not in a position to pay
for having their teeth extracted. In Perth
teeth are extracted free of charge, but the
patients are oblized to wait a considerable
time before the dentures are completed. If
the Minister made an additional sum of
moncy available, it could be used with ad-
vantage in the direction of assisting those
people. Very often, however, when indigent
or aged people are obliged to travel from
Fremantle to attend the Perth Dental Hos-
ital, the fare to the city has to be supplied
by friends. It would not be too much to ask
the Health Department to work in co-opera-
tion with the dental ¢linic at Fremantle, so
that some of the work might be carried out
there. The clinie is doing excellent work.
Another matter to whiech I desire to refer
i5 the Old Women’s Home at Fremantle,
The Minister visited the institution rvecently
and said that the inmates were comfortable.
T pass the home regularly and I assure the
Committee that it is not a very inviting
place. The building is surrounded by a
heavy stone wall and it may not be generally
known that many years back it was a lunatic
asylum. Lef us eontrast that home with the
comforts and the pleasing surroundings that
ave afforded the men residing at Clavemont.
The contrast is decidedly in favour of the
Old Men's Home. Tt is nearly time that the
Fremantle home was elosed and the
women provided with quarters elsewhere and
in more congenial sorroundings. To do
anvthing i the shape of gardening in the
existing grounds is completely out of the
question becanse of the rocky nature of the
ground there. Perhaps no harm would be
done if the Minister weve to approach the
Lotteries Commission for assistance towards
building a snitable home for the elderly
females, many of whom have done so much
in pioneering the State.  Another matter
that needs the earnest eonsideration of the
Government is the danger arising from the
lumpers having to work hulk wheat at Fre-
mantle. from which so much dust arises.
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Some time ago we approached Dr. Atkinson
and asked him to deal with the matter from
the aspeet of the health of the men engaged
in the work. I am not aware whether any-
thing has been done, hut there is urgent
need for investigation. Men that have been
been working there for any considerable
time have felt the cffects of the dusé and
quite a nuwmber have refuzed to return to
that class of work. Dust is very bad in the
holds of vessels and even when lnmpers are
loading bags the fibre rubs off and floats on
the air. This, too, is harmful. Tt is neces-
sary that the Health Department should
ascerlain whether the health of the men is
being affected, and if that is proved to be
50, then those who are suffering should come
under the provisions of the Workers’ Com-
peusation Act. The barial of destitute per-
sons is another question to which T wish to
refer, Tenders were ealled recently,

The Minister for Health: That has no-
thing to do with the Health Department.

Mr. FOX: I think it has. 1Instead of
letting the tenders at a ridiculonsly Jow
figure, there should be a recognised amouni.
I know that undertakers submit low figures
in the hope of being able to recoup them-
selves trom the relatives who, in some ju-
stances, may be well off. I trust the Minister
will look into the guestions to which I have
referred.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A. H. Panton—Leederville—in reply)
[3.55]: I shall endeavour to reply to the
various queries that have been raised by
members. The Leader of the Oppaosition re-
ferved to the policy of compeiling people in
the country to eontribute towards the cost
of hospitals in their eentres and to the
fact that in the metropolitan area nofhing
was sought from the community. The hon.
member should be in a better position to
answer that query than I am. This policy
has been going on for many years, at any
rate during the past six years. I have not
heen able to trace the origin of the policy.

Mr. Watts: We want to sec the end of
it.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
afraid the hon. member will not see the
end of it for a time. I agree that there
is no reason why people in the metropoli-
tan area should not contribute their quota
towards the building of the Perth Hospital;
but there is a difference between the Perth
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Hospital and conntry hospitals. So far as
I know, every country hospital is open for
the treatment of the sick in the distriet,
and the doctor attending a patient can fol-
low that patient into the hospital, and pay-
ment is made there for the treatment.
Then the country hospital is for the people
in the partieular distriet where it is estab-
lished and the communities in the country
usually display a great deal more interest
in the institution than the people in the
metropelitan area show towards the Perth
Hospital. The Perth Hospital is for the
aceommodation of the indigent sick only.
Before a person can secure admission, he
has to undergo interrogation at the hands
of an officer at the institution and make a
declaration that what he has stated is troe.
Then the medieal officers there act in an
honoravy capacity. There ave 93 medical
men  associated with the institution, all
working without fee or veward, and it is
obvious that they are not going to earry
out a huge job in an honorary capacity if
patients can afford to pay. There were no
fewer than 3,000 major operations at the
Perth Hospital last year. The Perth Hos-
pital does not even take workers’ compen-
sation cases.

Mr, Watts: Accidents are admitted.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
Unfortunately, motor nceidents average 4«
a week, and in most cascs the hospital gets
Jittle or no payment for the treatment.
Every person that is an in-patient is deh-
ited with a charge of 9s. a day. but not-
withstanding the faet that there are three
collectors engaged by the board of manage-
ment, the average collections during the
last five vears have totalled 2s. 3d. a day.
That may be the reason for the lack of
interest shown in the Perth Hospital—the
fact that only a small section of the eom-
munity is treated at that institution. It is
particularly diffienlt to arouse anything in
the shape of entbusinsm where the Perth
Hospital is coneerned. The position in the
eonntry distriets is very different,

Hon. €. G, Latham: Considerably more
interest is shown in the Children’s Hospi-
tal.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
and the reason is appavent. The committee
of the Children’s Hospital is composed of
influential people and the chairman of that
committee has made the hospital his babyv.
He has every right to he proud of it.
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Where sueh a committee controls an insti-
tution of that type, good resulis are bonnd
to follow. There is always something to be
for the kiddies.

ot That is to say,
it is easier to obtain donations for
the Children’s Hospital than it s
for an institution for adults. The dif-

ficuity we find in Perth T found to exist
in the other States, except Queensland and
New South Wales. Queensland is in the
happy position of heing able to fall back
upon the Golden Casket.  All the money
from that lottery goes to hospitals: conse-
quently the State possesses many fine in-
stitntions. What appertaius to Queensland
i* now beginning to wmake itself evident in
New South Wales, where large sams  of
money are also raised by. means of State lot-
tevies. I agree with the Leader of the Op-
position that people in the metropolitan area
should take a greater interest in the prin-
cipal State hospital. When the question of
a new Perth Hospital first arose, I devoted
many hours of thought to it, and discussed
the proposal with varions people. My idea
was to awaken some enthusiasm in the met-
ropelitan area, but it was very diffienlt to
reach a starfing-point. When we set out
to obtain money for the cancer eclinie, de-
spite the fact that eancer is looked upon by
the public as such a dread discase, we ex-
perienced great diffienlty. Finally we em-
ploved a paid canvasser, and were able to
raise a considerable sum of money by means
that could not he emploved todav in view
of the strictness of the law,

The member for Subiaco has suddenly dis-
covered there is no kitehen at the new King
Fidward Memorial Hospital,

Mrs. Cardeli-Oliver: That has heen known
for a long time.

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: T am
glad the hon. member shonld think that the
Chief Architect was so unsophisticated as to
build a hospital without a kitehen. Of course
he did nothing of the kind. If the hon.
member had made further inquiries she
would have found out a great deal more
ahout the King Edward Memorial Hospital.
The Motherhood Appeal Fund made a grant
of £15,000 towards extensions at this in-
stitution, and the Lotteries Commission gave
a like amount. The Government also contri-

buted a sum of moency towards this
object.  The decision was arrived at not
to build merely a unit or two but a

comprehensive hospital. The additions at
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present heing made eomprise  only three
wards, but ultimately the building will be
of five stoveys, and just double the length
it is today.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver:
there is no kitehen.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Tt was
first decaded to erect two wards. When I
ivestigated the position I fouud that, as
only a certain sum of money was available,
it had heew decided to put the roof on after
two wards had been ecompleted. T fhen had
the plans explained to me, there being pre-
sent at the time two of the honorary doetors,
the matron, and the Chief Architeet. T was
informed that the cost of the third ward
would mean an additional outlay of £25,000.
At present it is necessary to convey food
less than 200 vards from the kitchen, but
it would have been necessary to convey new
babies with their mothers 136 yards from
the old ward to the new one. My idea was
to obviate that. T discussed the matter with
the Premier, who saw the diffieulty as well
as T did. From the Lotteries Commission
we were successful in obtaining that £25,000
to provide for the eompletion of the labour
ward, and that unit will be finished. The
matron is satisfied only with the hest. She
requested immediately that a sum of £10,000
should be spent on a kitchen. We could
provide that too if hespitals in the country
were prepared to do without those needs
that are so essential for them. At present
there is no necessity for a kitehen in the
new unit. The member for Subiaco said it
would be impossible to convey the food to
the ward in a veasonable condition. T tell
her it will not be impossible. Thanks to
AMr. P, A. Connolly, the institution has heen
prosented with an electrie heater on ball-
bearings. Noi only will it keep meat, vege-
tables and other foods hot, but in another
compartment it will keep jellies and ice-
creams cold. The cost of the heater was
£108. Tt would be possible to seenre an-
other for the same sum, and that wonld
provide all the serviee that is necessary, In-
stead of spending £10,000 on a kitchen, we
are going fo spend the money on wards, so
that three times as many patients may be
accommodated. If I have anything to do
with it, no £10,000 will be spent on a kitchen
just now.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I thought vou said
a little while ago there was a kitchen.

In the meantime,
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I did
not say so. I said it was not intended to
provide a kitchen in the new units. The
present kitehen has been used for a long
time, and will rewain in use. Tt disability
is suffered by anyone, it will be suffered by
the statf and not by the patients,

Mrs, Cavdell-Oliver: You will never he a
patient, s¢ you wiil not know,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 1 can
say the same of the hon. member. | do know
something about the institution, and the dis-
abilities under whieh it is being worked.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You do not know
anything about women.

The MINISTER FOR
they are like the hon. member, 1 do
wish to,

The CITAIRMAN : I hope the Minister is
not refleeting upon the hon, wmember.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTEL: No, I
am paying her a compliment.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: It certainly is a eom-
pliment.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
knew this maiter was coming up, and have
been waiting for it. The world knew that
the hon. member would bring it up. We
have only a limited ammount of money fo
spend on hospitals for some time to come.
I have scen many of the country hospitals,
and know they are suffering from imany dis-
abilities. 1 for ene will not spend £10,000
on a flashly-equipped kitchen for 90 patients
who may be entering the hospital, whilst
places such as Merredin, which is erying out
for children’s wards, and other towns stand
in need of maternity wards. The only way
a £10,000 kitchen can be erecled at the King
Edward Memorial Hospital is by other
centres forgoing their elaims.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Do you know that
this is a training centre?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Is it?
It is so much a training centre, that the
women who go there pay very little for the
serviees rendered o them.

Mr, Patrick: They have to pay in
country.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
King Edward Memorial Hospital is doing
wonderful work, and it will do greater and
still better work in the futare. The institu-
tion, however, cannot get everything it re-
quires all at once. Tt is ridienlous to sug-
gost that a kitehen such as would he erceted
for the complete hospital at a cost of
£10,000 should he built for only one-third of

UEALTH: 1T
nnt

the
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the structure. We are not going to do it
The hon. member said an iron roof had becu
put on top of a glorious huilding. That is
50. There are yet two storeys to be added,
and the iron roof has been put on tem-
porarily so that it may ocasily be removed
when the time comes.

Afrs, Cardell-Oliver: I hope you will build
the kitchen before you attend to the roof.

Mr. Redoreda: The institution is lucky 1o
have a reoof at all. 1t is more than some
conntry places have.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 7The
member for Claremont referred to the eradi-
cation of mosquitoes. The matter is under
consideration almost daily. The hon. mem-
her would be surprised to see the marvellous
cures and methods that are brought under
the notice of the department for the ex-
termination of this pest. Numbers of men
come forward with suggestions for getting
rid of mosquitoes, but unfortunately wvery
few of the suggestions are as valuable as
people imagine. A continual interchange of
ideas is going on hetween the Common-
wealth Government and the prineipal medi-
cal officer, and everything possible is being
done in this direction. Up to the prescnt,
no adequate cure for the mosquito pest has
heen discovered.

Reference has also bheen made to the
lazaret at Wooroloo. The medical advice is
that there is no danger of infection for other
people, and that the cstablishment of the
lazaret cannot possihly spread this dread
disease. The hon. memher should not have
stated that leprosy is greatly on the increase,
heeause that is contrarv to the facts.

Hon. €. G. Latham: We were told a little
while ago there had heen an increase of 100

per cent.

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: A
ecomprehensive survev was made in the
North-West amongst the aborvigines, and

those that were suffering from the disease
were loeated.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But vou do not bring
them down here.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No,
One white man was found, hnt the authori-
tics were not prepared to leave him amongst
the aborizines. Tle was, therefore, brought
to the metropelitan area. T think we were
justified in taking that course. That one
caze provides the only inerease. Prohably
it would not have heen discovered hut for
the comprehensive survey that was made.
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The disease is certainly not rampant amongst
ahorigines in the North-West.

Mr. Stubbs: Is there any cure for it?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : That is
doubiful. The member for Williams-Narro-
gin spoke about patients going into hospitals
in districts other than those from which they
come. That might easily happen. The
State is divided into medieal distriets, and
these districts would not necessarily bhe the
road board distriets.

Mr. Doney: Numbers of patients do go
from one distriet to a hospital located in an-
other.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is possible. The member for Wagin took
me to Lake Grace. Settlers a hundred miles
away can get no medical attention, and they
have to go to the Lake Grace hospital for
treatment. Thus they come from another
distriet.

Mr. Waits: Many people from the city go
into country hospitals,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: About
8,000 men are working in couniry distriets,
and most of them probably started from the
metropolitan area. That provides no great
disability to the country hospitals concerned.
These are mostly indigent cases, and the
hospital fund pays for their upkeep. Debits
ave sent in by the hospital concerned, and
these arve paid. Nurses and doctors thus
obtain a good deal more practice than thev
otherwise would,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: With
teference to the remarks by the men-
her for Forrest (Miss Holman), considera-
tion has been given to the hospital require-
ments of Donnybrook. That distriet eom-
prises a small but busy community but never-
theless the estimates for the complete work
for the hospital there represented something
like £8,000. That was regarded as rather
high and the later proposal was to devote
between £4.000 and £5,000 to new premiscs.
It is hoped that something will be done re-
garding that matter.

The member for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Tonkin) spoke ahout assistance to in-
1ant health centres, and I hope he has not
assumed that the inereased amount provided
on the Tstimates is to be devoted towards
the assistance of existing centres. The in-
creased vote is for the establishment of ad-
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ditional health centres, particularly in the
country districts, Dr. Stang bas just re-
turned from Morawa, where we hope to
establish a new cenfre very soon. In com-
mon with the member for North-East Fre-
mantle and the member for Middle Swan
(Mv. Hegney), I also pay a tribute fo the
good work accomplished at the various health
centres. 1 appreciate the henefits that ae-
crue to mothers and also to children as the
latter grow up. A tendency that I hope will
not spread unduly is for the Government to
be asked to take over these centres. If that
were done, the extra cost would be upwards
of £11,000. I am & great believer in com-
mittees having control of these centres, even
though money may have to be raised at
times. Since I have bheen  Minister for
Health, I have inspected many of the infant
health eenires and I am convinced that when
a committer operates in a centre, better
buildings, equipment and work are to be
noted than is the case elsewhere, That applies
particularly to the centres at Cottesloe and
Nedlands.

Mr, Marshall: You have not scen Wiluna
vetb.
" The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
hon. member is one of the few who have not
jnvited me to their electorates.

Mr. Marshall: You have an open invifa-
tion from to.night onwards.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Where
a committee has accepted the responsibility
of raising funds, it has the advantage of a
subsidy from the Health Vote, assistance
from the loeal governing body and from the
Lotteries Commission, and T generally find
where that ohtains much better work is ear-
ried ont by the committee than where four
or five liealth centres are controlled by one
exccutive. T trust there will be no extension
of the idea that the Government should take
over all the infant health centres, because if
that were done I am afraid the inferested
enthusiasm of loeal committees would wane
rapidly. I had hoped that an increased vote
would be provided this year by the addition
of another £50, but when I suggested the
adoption of that course, the Treasurer asked
me to allow the matter to stand in abeyance
for the time being in view of the situation
in the agricultural distriets. Members gen-
erally appreciate the faet that additional
expenditnre will be required for assistance
to farmers in the drought-stricken areas and,
in the cireumstances, the Treasurer did not
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feel justitied in inereasing the vote this year.
I hope that extra funds will be available
during the next fnancial year. The Govern-
ment is anxious to render all possible assist-
ance to the infant health centres, becanse the
excellent work earried out in the interests
of mothers and children is fully recognised,
as well as that so generously rendered by
various eommittces.

The member for Middle Swan referred tc
the nutrition committee and T wish to in-
torm him that the department is working in
conjunction with the Commonwealth authori-
ties. The Principal Medical Officer visits
the Eastern States periodieally in ovder to
attend conferences at which various cognate
subjests are diseussed thoroughly. By that
means this State derives much bencfit. Ref-
ercnces were made to the dental c¢linie and,
as hon. members ave aware, the new dental
van is th commission. I ean give the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. Fox)
my assnrance that we would like Lo
render greater assistanee to the Perth and
Fremantle Dental Hospitals, but the hon.
member will recognise that the undertaking
is- partienlarly extensive. Every endeavour
is heing made to expand the work but a tre-
mendons number of ealls are made upon the
resources of the Health Department and any
financial assistance must be secured from
the Health Vote and not from the hospital
fund. Tf money is taken from the latter
source, the hospitals must suffer correspond-
ingly. If members have not inspected the
Perth Dental Hospital, I advise them to do
50, hecause a visit is quite worth while.
Many indigent cases are being dealt with by
a limited number of operators and cadets.
The work is restricted only because of lack
of finance, otherwise extended operations
would he made possible.

I visitrd the Old Women's Home at Fre-
mantle nearly 20 years ago and again since
T have oeenpied my present Ministerial posi-
tion. When I inspected the home recently,
T was agrecably surprised at the marked
change that had taken place. I agree with
the member for South Fremantle that the
wall conld be demolished with advantage.
The building itself is excellent, being one of
the old-time strnctures intended to stand for
many deeades. The rooms are large, Tofty
and airy. The econstrnction of a similar
building in these days would involve heavy
expenditure. T should certainly like to see
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the wall demolished and an ornamental fence
erected in its place. I do not agree with
the suggestion that gardens cannot be de-
veloped there, hecause T noted a partieularly
attractive bed. I worked in that distriet
years ago and know that when the pinnacles
of limestone are removed, the soi]l is most
suitable for the cultivation of fowers. If
the wall were demolished, the surroundings
could he made particularly attraetive. [ can-
not agree with the contention of some medi-
cal men and the matron that some of the
ladies at the home ean be kept in the insti-
fution only by means of the present high
wall. The 73 women who were in the insti-
tution when I paid my visit seemed to be a
very happy fawily. If extensive gardens
were developed and the wall taken down,
lhe institution counld be made a glorious
place, regarding which there would be
nothing to ecomplain. T hope I have been
able to satisfy members with the information
T have placed at their disposal.

Vote pot and passed,

Vate—Public Health, £42,110;
Item, Infant Welfare Centres, £3,100.

Mr, DONEY : T intended to appeal to the
Minister for more grenerous treatment of
these eentres, hut fortunately for them the
Minister already has indicated that st an
opportune time the Premier will be pre-
pared to render the additional help for
whieh I was about to ask. The amount for
this vear exceeds last wvear's expenditure
by £380. I take that additional amount to
be intended for assistance to new eenires
which may be apened this year.

The Minister for Health: Three new
centres are being opened.

Mr. DONEY : They will absorb that smali
amount. The Country Women’s Associa-
tion and other women’s organisations have
pleaded that the Flealth Department shounld
tnke over the entire running costs of these
centres thronghout the State. This struck
me as asking rather too much. In any ease,
the Minister has informed us that assis-
tanee is not given to too great an extent.
At Narvogin recently the Minister, in ad-
dition to looking over the hospital, made
inquiries regarding the infant health centre,
The president of that centre then sup-
ested to him that if his depariment eonld
not assume responsibility for the entire
eost of running such ecentres, the annual
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Goverimnent contribution might be raised
from £100 to £150. I shall be glad to in-
form the president that both the Premier
and the Minister for Health have the mat-
ter under tavourable consideration, and
that the £130 may be expected at no dis-
tant date,

The Minister for Health: Not duving this
finaneial year.

My, DONEY: The Minister desives that
the committees should still continue to
raise funds for the eentres. That work is
a never-ending job. At Narvogin harvdly a
week passes without an effort being made
for this purpose. The enthusiasm of these
very line women, and men ton, is likely to
run out at any time. Unless assisted, cen-
tres must o to the wall zooner ov later.
That should not be permitted to happen,
as the work is of national importance.

AMyr. WITHERS: T hope the Minister will
nof he so grnerous as to make the extra £50
to be granted fo eentres a general prineiple.
New contres will be needed. and any addi-
tional money found by the Government
should be expended in that diveetion. Tt
could also be used to assist eentres having a
diffienlt time, The commiitee of the Bun-
bury centre once ov twice had to threaten
to close down the institution. Only by that
means was the publie indueed to eontrihute
sufficicut to keep the centre open. Further,
if the Government went to the assistanee of
centres with an additional £30 annually,
public generosity might deerease. A com-
mittee will work larder if it has some re-
gponsibility, even if the institution under its
eare is treated as a Government institution,
Some years ago the Government grant was
reinstated at £100. It had been ent down to
£80. Tn gur distriet we have heen endeavonr-
ing to wmother, or perhaps I should say
father, sub-centres. Places too far from
Bunbury to receive all the consideration de-
sirable, say Donnybrock and Busselton and
possibly Flarvey, should have sub-centres of
theiv own, I would sunggest that any exira
Government money available should be
applied in that direction also. Any contre
finding the £100 insnfficient might be speci-
ally subsidised. The Bunbury eentre was
eventually aided by the municipality. We
are prond of our centre, which is the result
of hard work. The Bunbury ecommittee
makes only one appeal per vear. Small
appeals at short intervals made people com-
plain, “You are always coming to us for
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contrilytions.”  Qur desive is to make the
appeal during Baby Weck. Out of the con-
tribution box at the Bunbury centre the com-
mittee often tips out as much as £1 con-
tributed by grateful mothers. I desire to
compliment the department on the excellent
wirk it is doing in eonneetion with infant
health centres,

Vote put and passed.
Public Utilities:
Votes—Goldfields Water Supply Under-

taking, £137,014; Kualgoorlie Abaltoirs,
Ed 460——agreed to.

Vote-—1fetropalitan
yards, £31,650:

Mr, THORXN: Will the Minister eonsider
a reduction in the price charged for ferti-
liser? The Government makes a tremen-
dous profit from the sale of it. Undoubt-
edly, producers should be able to secure this
fertiliser at the lowest possible price.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Tt iz a very
complete fertiliser.

AMr. THORXN: Buat it is rather
value.

The Minister for Agriculture: On a unit
basis, it is a cheap fertiliser.

Mr. THORXN: It is valuable as a soil-
builder on account of its organic contents.
Chemical fertilizsers act on the plant while
it i5 growing in the soil, but bleach and
weaken the seil after the plant has derived
the value from them. Blood and bone fer-
tiliser definitely builds up the soil, but i=
not so valuable as a chemieal fertiliser.

The Minister for AgrienMure: It is net
mueh lgwer in value on a wnit basis.

Mr., THORX: I stand ecorrected, How-
ever, a5 I said, it is necessary that this fer-
tiliser should be made available to our pro-
ducers at a cheaper price. Our market-
gardencrs are passing through o difficnlt
time, and this fertiliser is of parlicular value
to them. The Government has a monopoly
of it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Doos it reach the
farmer direct from the abattoirs?

Mr. THORN: Xo, it is sold through
agents, who receive a commission on sales.
The fertiliser is always sold for eash; it
sannot be purchazed on terms. A tre-
mendous inerease in  the price has
taken place during the past eight or ten
yvears. Twelve years ago the fertiliser was
obtainable at £6 5s. per ton. To-day three

Abattoirs and Sule-

low In
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lines are sold at £9 15s, £10 55, and
£10 15s. per ton. The manure is also essen-
tial to the vineyards in the Swan Valley.
This is an instance where the producers
could very well be assisted by some redue-
tion in the price.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Will the Mia-
ister tell the Committee whether, in view
of the profit derived from the Midland
Junetion Abattoirs and sale yards, there is
a likelihood of a reduction in the fees
charged to farmers for the use of the sale
vards as a weekly market?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Both matters are under eonsideration, The
question of the price of fertiliser is being
considered, and will be adjusted on the
basis of eomparative wnit values. Not only
is it a good fertiliser, but it is worth all
that is being asked for if. The matter of
reducing the price will be given considera-
tion. With regard to the sale yards, we
are reviewing the costs so as to make fur-
ther extensions and give added facilities.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage Department, £102.455:

Mr. TONKIN: Will the Minister inform
the Commitéee whether it is possible for
the department to conneet o the sewerage
system premises belonging to old-age pen-
sioners? Owners have been notified by the
logal authorities in a number of distriets
that the pan service is to he discontinued.
Old-age pensioners cannot possibly pay for
the installation of sewerage, and so are
placed in an awkward position. To serve
old-age pensioners with notices to conneet
their premises to the scwerage system is
ridiculons, That, however, is not the only
trouble with which they are faced. Imme-
diately notiee is served on them to conneet
their premises to the system, they are
obliged to pay not only the sanitary rate
to the local authority, but also a sewerage
rate. They will be called npon to pay for
a scrvice that they cannot utilise. The de-
partment ought to be sensible over this
matter, and realise that blood cannot be
drawn from a stone. The cost of installing
the sewerage wonld be a charge on the pro-
perty, and so could eventually be recovered.
I hope some arrangement can be made by
the depavtment with local authorities to
get those old-age pensioners out of their
difficulties.
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Mr, NORTH: I support the remarks of
the member for North-East Fremantle.
There are similar cases in my district. The
position is heeoming impossible, Will the
Minister inform the Committee what period
of time is allowed before the department
diseonnects water from premises in sewered
areas on account of non-payment of rates?
I have had two or three instances brought
under my notice in which water hag been
cut off on account vf unpaid rates, but as
members will realise, it is impossible to
maintain a sewerage system in a house
withoui a certain amouni of water. This
is an instance in whieh the Health Depart-
ment should override the Water Supply
Department. If the Minister for Health
were aware of what was going on I do not
think he would allow another department
to eut off the water from houses the oceu-
pants of which owe money for rates, and
who, beeause of the discontinuance of the
water supply, have to live under conditions
to which I would not eare to refer at
length.

Mr. CROSS: 1 support and will amplify
the remarks of the previous speakers.
I know of people previously assisted by the
Child Welfare Department, who have either
inherited or have been able to buy their own
homes, but who have not been able to meet
the payments required in respect of sewer-
age. 1 suggest the Minister should take a
humane view of this matter and introduce a
Bill to exempt pensioners and people cared
for by the Child Welfare Department from
paying the double rate. Af present when an
area is connceted with the sewerage system,
those people are eompelled fo pay a new
rate for the sewerage service and still have
to pay the old vate to the municipal eouncil.
Consequently they ave paying for two ser-
viees and receiving only one.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: With respeet to the remarks of the
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin) eoncerning old age pensioners, I
thought we were ireating them very well
They do not pay rates. The rates are de-
ferred and s=ccumulate on the property.
When we can secure a guarantee from some
relative likely to inberit a holding we ar-
range to instal the sewerage system. I re-
mind members, however, that we have had
very great difficulty in providing funds to
assist people who are compelled to conncet
with the svstem but have not the money lo
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pay for that connection. We have been
assisting them to the extent of 20 or 30 a
weck. Members will understand that with
the extension of the sewerage system in the
metropolitan area we have got ahead of the
plunbers, who are working at top speed.
Consgeruently we are experiencing the ntmost
difficulty in connecting the sewerage system
with our mains. The old age pensioners,
however, have heen treated quite well. I
eannot understand the suggestion that they
have to pay a double rate. The rates might
accumulate on the holding, hut there is no
question of pensioners being ill-treated or re-
ceiving ungenerous treatment. No instance
has eome under my notice of premises in a
sewered area having been disconneeted for
two or three months, I generally hear of
inconvenicnees of that kind. A complaint
comes from somewhere. I cannot conceive
that in any sewered area where the system
is actually connected with premises those
premises would be disconnceted for two or
three months without my hearing of it. I
think it would be reported to me.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It wounld report
itself.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-

PLIES: It is one of those things
that would be very obvions. The mem-
ber for Claremont (Mr. North) is

not too rcliable. He asked me on one ocea-
sion whether T was aware that a certain
widow—hy the way, she was not a widow—
had bad her premises, in a sewered area, dis-
comnected, That would lead anvone to be-
lieve that the place was sewered. The area
was sewored but the dwelling was not con-
nected with the system. Consequently, the
hon. member gave the House a wrong im-
pression. I let him off on that oceasion, and
T hope his information is a little more re-
liable this time. But if a hounse were con-
neeted with the sewerage system and the
water supply were eut off, the house wounld
be uninhabitable.

Mr. North: T suppose a septie tank would
be much the same? Water wonld he just as
necessary 7

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: Yes, but I should say that in those
circumstances the septie tank wonld he out
of nse. There is no doubt ahout that. Other
arrangements would have to be made. In re-
gard to those places where the pan system
is still in vogue, we have arranged with the
local authorities to pick wp the pans and
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deal with the sewage at the treatment works.
This, of course, will relieve the local authori-
ties of eonsiderable expense. That is an ar-
rangement fhat will have to be made in
the carry-over period during which some
areas will be incompletely covered by the
sewerage system. I have had representa-
tions from old-age pensioners, but so far
sufficient money has not been available to
assist them. We have no lien over war ser-
vice homes and if they are eonnected with
the system we undertake that work at our
own risk. The Commonwealth Government
refuses to take anv responsibility.

Mr. Cross: The Commonwealth is finan-
cing some of the work.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: The places they finance are all
right, but I repeat that we have insufficient
plumbers in this State to eope with the de-
mand.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is
fault of the apprenticeship system.

The MINISTER FOR WATER S8UP-
PLIES: There is no diffienlty in respeet to
apprentices for plumbers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, there is.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: Each plumber is allowed an ap-
prentice, and I am not aware of any restric-
tion having been imposed; that is nof the
diffieulty. A plumber is entitled to an ap-
prentice, and we are not preventing plumb-
erg from taking apprentices. I have had no
complaint of that kind. We are encourag-
ing plumbers to their utmost. The Leader of
the Opposition will have to cheose a trade
other than plumbing if he desires to submit
a case that will bear investigation. We are
encouraging young men to enter the plamh-
ing trade. In future there will be an enorm-
ous amount of work, not only in respect to
normal water supply and sewerage require-
ments, but alse in connection with new huild-
ings. I believe the estimated cost of the
plumbing at the Perth Hospital is £120,000.
Becanse of the many new bunildings that are
going up, equipped with modern conveni-
ences and hot and cold water services that
are regarded as essential nowadays, the
work of plumbers has inereased enormously.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is a job for the
specialist. Not many people in this State
can deal with it.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: We have in the State registered

another
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plumbers, all of whon are certified as com-
petent to do that type of work,

Hon. C. G. Latham: We bave a Iot of
trouble with our own water supply services.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: These plumbers are specialists, and
are going ahead with the work. In other
parts of Australia a shortage of plumbers
has been experienced hecause of modern de-
velopments in building eonstruction, and be-
cause of the hot and eold water installations
and other modern practiees. Theve is also
an increasing number of sewerage connee-
tions. The services required for these new
buildings are almost akin to supplying
water and sewerage to a town, The depart-
ment is keeping pace with the requirements
as far as possible, despite the shortage of
plumbers and of money. We insist that
those who ean instal their own system with-
out Government help shall do se. Only
where people can prove they are unable to
raise the money for the installation does the
Ciovernment supply the funds. The appli-
cations are carefully considered, and some
of them come from old-age pensioners. I
will inquire into the complaints made by the
member for Claremont, and also intn the
question of exemptions raised hy the member
for Canning. I think it will be found that
old-age pensioners are not being worried,

Ttem, Under Secretary, £1,020.

Mr. NORTH: I received a eomplaint from
the Cottesloe Council with regard to the
point raised by the member for North-East
Fremantle. T have no desive to mislead the
Minister with respect to the other point. I
merely brought the matter forward for the
information of his department. In the
other instance to which I veferved, there is
a septic tank at the house. The water diffi-
culty still applies: in fact. I am supplying
the water myself so that the estahlishment
may be kept going.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Other
£64,269 :

Mr. MARSHALL; The subject of water
charges imposed in some towns on the Mur-
chison has been placed before the Minister by
correspondence.  Wiluna is not iucluded, be-
cause a water board has heen created to
control the reticulation system there. In the
other towns of the Alurchison operations
are controlled by the Government. There

Hydraulic  Undertakings,
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soems recently to have been a desire on the
part of the Government to inerease charges
for services rendered. In doing this, the
Government appears to have specialised on
the goldfields, though I do not know whether
the high water charges appertain te other
goldfields towns. Meekatharra has heen in
existeneo for many yvears and a buge quan-
tity of water has been consumed there, but,
vemarkahle to relate, the eapital eharge still
remains as a cost against the systetn. T had
an interview with the Minister, who was
hard-pressed to justify some of the rapid
inereases. | came fo the conelusion that the
Treasnrer, being short of money, and having
further abligations placed upon him through
the increase in the basic wage and the
national tnsurance scheme—better known as
“share your poverty, comrades”—and one
or two other incidental charges which have
made a drain upon the funds of the State,
then turned his attention in this other direc-
tion. Charges for services rendered have
apparently heen increased so that the Trea-
swry might be recouped for this additional
oxpenditure, and the fowns in my electorate
have heen brought into the fold. Apart
from the increase in the value placed upon
the properties concerned, a tremendous in-
crease has been made in the charge for exeess
water. Some of the increases have heen so
rapid as to he almost astounding. I know
of one man who has only a son and daughter
living with him in his own home. He was
paying water charges at the rate of £2 or
£3 per annum, but suddenly found himself
obliged to pay £33 per annum,

Mr. Thorn: Did the meter jump?

Mr. MARSHALL: Like the bon. imember,
it did not funetion very well.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. MARSHALL: That was a rapid in-
erease fo make over a period of 12 months.
When the matter was brought hefore the
Minister by deputation, he asked me whether
the wman had a market garden. T was not
surprised at the question. As a fact, this
man had still the same wumber of people
living with him as had been with him for
mauny vears. and he was msing no more water
than he had used bhefore. Another man had
used 7,000 or 8,000 gallons of excess
water annualiv. To his astonishment he was
charged for 68,000 gallons, an inerease

of approsimately 60,000 gallons in 12
months.  The Minister was not present

when T spuke to the Under Secretary about
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the matter, but the only satisfaction I could
get was that the engineer had informed the
Under Secretary that all the meters bad re-
cently been overbauled. 1 do not dispute
that assertion. They have been overhanled—
to the advantage of the department. The
instances I refer to are not isolated. There
was no gradual increase about the extra
consumption; it took place suddenly. The
remarkable thing about sueh matters is that
the officers in charge can always find gmple
Jjustification for the inereased draw. They
look around and if they see a tree or a
flower or a cabbage or even an indieation
that such vegetation has beer grown, they
can point fo that as justifying the rapid
inerease during the 12 months. I do not
stand for that sort of thing. The meters
were second-hand when they were installed
at Meekatharra, and they were there when
1 went to that town 28 years ago. To ad-
vance such an argument as thai of the en-
cineers is useless. The users could not
possibly have increased their consumption to
the extent indieated by the readings and
therefore either the meters were not eor-
rectly read or the readings were deliberately
falsified. The difference between depart-
mental eontrol and local control of water
supplies is most marked. No better com-
parison in support of that contention ean be
secured than the conditions operating at
Meekatharra and Wiluna respectively. The
system at Meekatharra has been functioning
for about 45 years and when I first went
there seven mines and about 8,000 people
were drawing upon the supply. Neverthe-
less the capitalisation of the scheme is as
heavy to-day as it was 25 or 30 years ago.
A visit to the township to-day is almost
beartbreaking, The people dare not grow a
vegetable or a flowering plant for fear of
excess water charges. I have no opportunity
to peruse the departmental files in order to
ascertain what has happened and therefore
ean speak only from personal observation.
Whatever the explanation may be, the posi-
tion at Meekatharra reflects no credit on
the officers concerned. If the over-capitalisa-
tion is due to inefficiency, the ratepayers are
obliged to pay the piper. 1 am most eon-
cerned about the recorded huge increase in
water consumption.

Mr. Withers: Something
pened at Cue 25 years ago.

Mr, MARSHALL: If one were to wvisit
Wiluna, what a different spectacle would be

(73]
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seen. Onee a man becomes established in his
pesition there, invariably his home is made
beautiful by means of lawns, gardens and
shrubs. No eomplaints whatever are heard
there. The water supply is controlled losally.
On the other hand, under departmental con-
trol people residing in Meekatharra dare
not use a gallon of waler to establish a
garden and make their homes attractive. I
protest against such n situation. IE the
departmental officers are inefficient then the
Government and the department should bear
the consecquences, not the ratepayers whe
have no say whatever in the control of the
reticulation system. Apparently the depart-
mental officers consider it does not matier
how inefficient they may be, because the
ratepayers will foot the bill. Correspon-
dence is now before the Minisier vegarding
water charges, and I do not know what his
decision will be. Then again at Reedy the
water charges are exorbitant, but I under-
stand there is an agrecment with the com-
pany that warrants closer investigation be-
fore I crificise the position there. However,
my general complaint is against the hugely
inereased consnmption charged up against
Meekatharra residents. Year in year out
they have carried on with domestic and other
supplies that necessitated the payment of
about £3 or £4 annually and then suddeniy,
without any increased consumption of water
on their part, bills for £53 are presented.
That happened to one man.

Mr. Styants: Did he have to pay the
account?

Mr. MARSHALL: No, I make that ad-
mission to the credit of the Minister.
No one could justify such an account.
Nevertheless, that ratepayer had te pay
an extortionate amount eompared with the
charges levied in earlier years, The reticula-
tion system at Coe has long sinee shown
signs of needing replacement.

Mr. Patrick: Is that the old scheme re-
vived ?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. A few wooden
plugs are put in the pipes herc and there in
the hope that they will last a few years
longer. 1 do not blame the department for
tkat hecause the town uppeared to be on the
down grade and the old system was repaired
in the hope thal it would last long enough
to eope with the demand. TFortunately the
town has experienced a revival, with a con-
sequent large increase in the demand for
water in and avonnd Cue. The old, obsolete

kY
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system cannof meet that inereased demand.
I hope the Minister will provide funds for
u thorough overhaul of the system, cither
here or on the Loan stimates. People who
go fo live in an isolated little town, sacrific-
ing all the amenities of city life and facing
extreme heat during eight months of the
year, are entitled to an ample supply of
good, fresh water. 'This is cssential from
the health point of view. I trust that ex-
cessive charges for water will be redneed.

Item, Operating and General Lixpenses,
including cost of work to he reimbursed;
Water Supply for Towns, eic.; Stock
Routes mointenance, £57,000.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Just above this
item there is a transfer from the Public
Works Department Estimates of £23,529,
and a recoup to Government Stores for ser-
vices rendered of £350. Does the amount
of £57,000 for the item under diseussion
mean that salaries are paid by the Publie
Works Department and then charged to
Hydraulic Undertakings chargeable to rev-
cnue?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: The total estimated expenditure for
the year 1938-39 is £64,269, as against aetnal
expenditure in 1937-38 of £61,090, an
increase of £3,179. Regarding the item of
salaries, after making allowance for the
amount of salaries chargeable to Loan
Funds, the estimated expenditure under this
heading for the year 1938-39 is £7,073, as
against actnal expenditure for the year
1937-38 of £3,311, an increase of £3,762.
The inereased amount vequired is due to in-
creases due o officers for annnal increments
and to basic wage adjustments, also to an
amendment of allocation of salaries between
revenue and loan. Revenue is now bearing
its correct proportion, based on expenditure,
of the two funds. As regards the item for
operating and general expenses, inecluding
cost of works to be reimbursed, water sup-
ply for towns, etc, and stock route main-
tenance, the estimate for the current finan-
cial year is £57,000, as against actual expen-
diture for 1937-38 of £57,584, showing a de-
erease of £584. T have here a statement
showing how the cstimated expenditore is
made up as compared with the actual ex-
penditure for the year 1937-38. Then as re-
gards the item for interest and sinking fund
on debentures, the estimate for the year
1938-39 is £196, and the actual expenditure
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for 1937-38 was £195. ‘The esfimated rev-
enue to be gollested for the year 1938-39 is
£64,000.  Aectual revenue received [for
19:47-38 was £61,104, showing an anticipated
increase of £896 for the current year. With
two or three exceptions, the many undertak-
ings provided for on this vote do not return
suflicicut to meet interest and sinking fund
chatges, This applies particularly to the
large drainage and irrigation schemes that
are controlled by the department. There is
a fotal of 50 of these schemes throughout
the State. I can supply the Leader of the
Opposition with a copy of the statement if
he so desires.

With refevence to Meekatharra, I agree
that the water supply there is partly busi-
ness and partly philanthropy. The State is
constantly being called upon to undertake
some responsibility in connection with coun-
try water supplies. I agree with the mem-
her for Murchison that a very large capital
expenditure is shown against the Meeka-
tharra undertaking. It would be impossible
for those served by the scheme to pay work-
ing cxpenses in addition to interest and sink-
ing fund on the capital involved. Therefore
thoy are only eharged sufficient to pay work-
ing expenses. 1 was under the impression
that I had eonvinced the member for Mur-
chison on that point.

Mr. Marshall: But that is only for this
year.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: That is all they can pay.

Mr. Mavshall: That is all the supply is
worth.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: It is all we have a possibility of
getting from the ratepayers.

Hon. C. . Latham: T suppose they found
interest and sufficient sinking fand to re-
deem the loan long ago.

The MINISTER TOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: The position is similar as regards
many country water schemes. The depart-
ment, is limited to a rate of 3s. in the pound,
and after striking that rvate it is impossible,
in many eases, to colleet sufficient to cover
working expenses, quite apart from interest
and sinking fund. However, where water is
requived and the local people cannot estab-
lish a scheme for themselves, they invariably
come upon the Government. Wiluna is a
notable instance of managing to get along
independently of the Government, though I
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think the State gave a guarantee. Is it nof
a responsibilify of the local people to sup-
ply themselves with water where it is pos-
sible to do s0? People come to me from out-
hack districts and say, “We would like to
come under the same scheme as the metro-
politan area.”

Hon. C. G. Latham:
not?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: They quote the price of water in
the metropolitan area, and I tell them I
would be well satisfied to agree to their re-
uest heeanse the metrapolitan water supply
scheme is one of the few that pay all ex-
Ppenses ineurred in conneetion with them. If
a deficit. is likely here, we raise the rates.
The water rate in the metropolitan area has
heen increased; the sewerage rate has been
raised from 10d. to 1s. 1d., and the drainage
rate from 4d. to 5d. The metropolitan
scheme has paid from its ineeption. There
is a general impression that the goldfelds
water schemc has been paid for, but it still
stands on the Treasury books with a deficit
of £1,800,000 odd.

Mr. Doncy: It has paid during the last
five years.

The MINISTER FQOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: Not interest on that sum. I in-
quired the other day.

Mr. Doney: I was doubtful on the point.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: Many of these schemes are a fine
thing for the State, indirectly. One of
the things the Government is asked to deo
is to take into account the indirect henefit.
There is no way of assessing its value, but
the value is undeninbly there.

Mr. Btyants: Tt should have been treated
as a national scheme at the outset, in the
same way as were the railways.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: The amount expended on our water
schemes throughout (he State is over
£10,0060,000. The Government is respon-
sible for looking after stock routes and
many water supplies whieh are of publie
benefit, but from which the Government
derives no revenue. In regard to meters, I
have never yet discovered any person satis-
fied with his water meter. Complaints are
made about old meters, hut when these are
replaced by meters of a new make that
work correctly, the owner finds that more
water is registered than was registered by
the old meter. I visited Goomalling on one

Why should they
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occasion, and My, Farrelly, the local engi-
neer, was present at a function I attended.
The loea] residents were complaining about
the water meters. Mr. Farrelly was asked
whether he would guarantee that the met-
ers registered the correct quantity of water
used. He replied, ‘I cannot guarantee
that; what I will guarantee is that the
meters will not register less than the quan-
tity used."’

Mr, Marshall: You should send Mr. Far-
relly to Meekatharra.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: I have not received complaints
about meters that register less than the
quantity used. Glaring cases of incorreet
registration are put right,

Hon. C. (. Latham: The user has to pay
a deposit before that is domne.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PTIES: It is very rarely that we find the
meter is wrong.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Because you send
the same man along to investigate. It is
an appeal from Caesar to Caesar.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: The Government is called upon to
accept much responsibility and face big
losses for country water saupplies. I can-
not touch upon the question of new sup-
plies, or upon those supplies that are being
cexamined at present. The water supplies
now in existence ave deait with under this
vote. We have the utmost diffieulty in
making the various schemes pay and in
many cases we experience difficulty in giv-
ing the serviee we would like. I shall cer-
tainly inquire into the complaints about
the meters,

Mr. DONEY : I desive to refer to the re-
port on the big hydraulie survey that has
just been eompleted. The report was
handed to the Minister some two or three
months ago. Twice already this session I
have brought the matter up in the House,
I do so again to-night without any apology,
so fruly urgent has the matter of water
supplies in the Great Somthern districks
beecome. That is due to the remarkably
low rainfall this year, following upon three
vears of very meagre rainfall.

Mr. Cross: The only water supplies pro-
vided in the Great Southern districts were
established by the Labour Government.

Mr. Seward: They are no credit to the
Government.
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Mr. Watts: It is rather awful work.

Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. DONEY: As T have no desire to
annoy the Minister, T shall not tell the
whole truth about the waler supplies in
the Great Southern districts. The water
supplies were bad enough, in all conscience,
at the time the hydranlic survey was first
mooted. To-day the position is much
worse. It is no exaggerafion to say that
a water famine is imminent. In Narrogin
itself, we have at present only about
10,000,000 gallons in the reservoir, which
is capable of holding 70,000,000 gallons.
At the comparable period of last
vear we had 30,000,000 gallons. Heavy re-
strictions are a natural consequence. Tast
vear householders were allowed only 1%
hours every two days to draw on the water
supply. A simple sum in arithmetic will
show that this year householders will be
allowed only 1% hours per week. That
will be rationine with a vengeance.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is there a sewerage
system at Narrogin?

Mr. DONEY: In the present state of the
water supply, to telk about sewerage sys-
tems is idle. This vear, when our needs are
greater than they were last vear, we have had
a record low rainfall. Rain that has fallen
has been of little benefit. We have had the
gentle, soaking agricultural rains sunitable
for erops, not the rains that fill dams and
reservoirs. The Narrogin reservoir catch-
ment area was reconditioned last vear. T am
not complaining of the Minister’s attitude,
which has been helpfnl. T agree that he is
soized of the urgemcy of the position and
is doing his hest to effect some improve-
ment. My prineipal reason for speaking
to the vote was, if possihle, to obtain some
pronouncement from the Minister on  the
scheme under discussion. The Minister has
promised to expedite the discussion of this
scheme. I do not want to harass him un-
duly. T realise that it is likely to be a
fairly long job and that a speedy decision
is almost impossible to reach., If, however,
the Minister could give us some informa-
tion. we might be encouraged fo earry on
with some little satisfaction through the
hot months that are ahead of ns. I would
like the Minister for Railways to understand
that if the scheme is bronght to frnition, his
department will benefit gonsiderably. The
railways are experiencing great diffienlty in
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obtaining water supplies along the Great
Southern. The Minister will know that the
water in the big dam at Yilliminning, close
to Narrogin, upon which the department has
relied in years past when other smpplies
have failed, has turned salty, as the result
of a salt pateh developing in the catechment
area. Fortunately, it has been possible to
drain off the water from the affected por-
tion of the catchment area, but the dam had
to he emptied. Such a position may very
easily recur.

There can be little doubt that some assist-
ance from the Federal Government will be

necessary probably in the way of subsidising

interest and sinking fund over the earlier
years, The member for Pingelly {Mr. Sew-
ard} and the member for Katanning (Mr.
Watts) and T on two or three occasions in-
terviewed Sir George Pearce, when he was in
the Federal Ministry, and also Senator
Cameron. They considered the question of
Yederal assistance to be one of practical
polities, and each promised to submit our
request to the anthorities accompanied by
the necessary support. I do not know whe-
ther the Minister recalls that last year, when
we were discussing these same Estimates, I
asked him a question concerning the cost
of hituminising ecatchment area. The rea-
son why that method of assisting in the con-
servation of water has not been adopted is
beeanse of the high cost. T suggested that
he might be able to ohtain information as
to costs and wnew methods in other
countries situated similarly to ourselves in
vegard to water supplies. Tf that informa-
tion is available, T hope the Minister will let
the Committee have it.

The Minister for Water Sapplies: That
eonld he more appropriately diseussed when
the T.oan Fstimates are hefore us.

Mr. DONEY: Yes, but it is not in-
appropriate for discussion at this stagoe.
seeing that we are considering town water
supplies. I should also like the Minister to
give us some information regarding the
taking of a referendum of those peo-
ple concerned in the provision of a water
sapply. The Minister made a veferenee to
this some time ago which T would like him
to  amplify. Districts, soch as the
Williams distriet, are very well supplied
with water and would not eare to participate
in the scheme. T should like to be informed
of the exaet machinery the Minister is likely
to adopt to enable these various areas to
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determine whether or not they will partiei-
pate. 1 draw the attention of the Premier
to the faet that, as Treasurer, he secures a
substantial portion of his revenue from the
atring of progressive towns along the Great
Southern, and that neither he nor his Gov-
ernment nor any other Government can
afford to endanger the continuance of the
prosperity of that part of the State. The
Minister knows from the reports he has re-
ceived that the continuance of the present
position regarding water supply will have a
damaging effect on the prosperity of those
places. A week or two ago the Minister, in
referring to the hydraulie survey, said that
the only people who had supported the idea
of this big scheme were those connected with
the “West Australian” 1 do not think the
Minister could have meant that, He will
remember that my colleagues from the Great
Southern electorates, and the Ieader of the
Opposition, and I have this session asked a
rumber of questions, all indicative of our
very keen desire to have the scheme in-
augurated, and each of us has been respon-
sible for a number of deputations to him re-
garding the matfer. I do not want the Min-
ister to under-estimate the interest weo fevl
in the scheme or the keenness with which we
are looking forward to its ecoming to
{ruoition,

Mr. SAMPSON: Some time ago T had
the pleasare of introducing a deputation to
the Minister for Works about water supply
meters and other hydraulic matters. Apart
from the very courteous treatment it received,
the depntation achieved no result. It is re-
markable that Darlington, Glen Forrest,
Parkerville, and smaller adjoining eentres,
have to pay more for water than do people
in Perth. The Minister explains that it is
cheaper to supply Perth with water. T re-
mind him that the hills provide the water.

The Mintster for Agrieulture: No. The
zood Lord provides the water.

Mr. SAMPSON: There is a disinchination
to do anything to increase the population of
the hills districts. The Government ohtains
revenne from sources other than from water
rates. Passenger and freight charges on the
railways and land taxes are also paid.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member can-
not disenss that question on this vote.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Government does
not live by water alone. The provision of
water leads to the receipt of other revenue.
People who live in the western end of my
electorate have to pay more for water than
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do those who live in Perth. They
also have to pay a meter rent. The Minis-
ter explained that these devices have to be
maintained. T retort that the residents in
these areas would gladly give up every meter
in the district. Residential eentres in the
metropolis do not carry any charge for
nieters, whereas people possessing enterprise
and the pioneering spirit to settle outside the
metropolitan area do have to meet that
charge. That is not in the best interests of
the State. Residents of Darlington, Glen
Forrest, Parkerville and other centres sheunld
not he ealled wupon to pay more for their
water than is asked of the people of Perth
and Fremantle. It is unfair to charge 2s.
Gd. per thousand gallons to those who dwell
in the hills. The departmment elaims that
it is more costly to provide water to those
places than to distribute it elsewhere. Offi-
cials state that the water must be pumped
hefore it c¢an be reticulated. One would
need an actnary to determine what the cost
per thonsand gallons would be to pump water
to those centres. The Minister depends en-
tirelv upon the country to enable him to re-
gard the Treasurer with any degree of equa-
nimity, but nevertheless he favours the im-
position of a burden mpon people who dwell
in the outer suburbs. We have heard about
the loealities that are supplied with water,
but are not declared as separate undertak-
ings. Whilst there iz a loss of £2 19s. 3d.
in connection with Big Bell there is a sur-
plus on account of the Barbalin water sup-
ply of £2,393.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is only a paper
profit.

The Minister for Water Supplies: Do not
tell the Committee that.

Mr. SAMPSON: A surplus of £263 is
shown at Brockton and £576 at Bruee Rock.
At Brunswick there is a surplns of £133.
Taking into consideration those centres at
which there has been a deficiency, I find the
general result shows o surplus of £0,989 for
the vear ended 30th June last. From one
point of vigw that is satisfactory. I wonder
under which heading the eastern hills supply
comes. I presume it comes under the head-
ing of “separate undertakings,” though pos-
sibly it comes under the heading of “Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewerage and Drain-

age.”

The Minister for Water Supplies: No, the
goldfields.
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Mr. SAMPSON: The Goldfields Water
Supply showed a profit last year of £18,044.

The CHAIRMAN: We have passed that
vote.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 am endeavouring to
show that eentres in the hills are really help-
ing to provide that profit. In return for
this, these localitics are charged an enor-
mous sum for the water they get. This is
very discouraging for the districts econ-
cerned. If these towns were treated on lines
of equity, I wonld have nothing bunt praise
to offer the Minister, buf, when such differ-
-entiation is shown, I have every jnstification
for making a complaint. The statement has
heen made that it costs more to pump water
to Parkerviile than to the metropolitan area.
How can that he so when the water runs by
gravitation from Mt. Helena? I know the
water must he pumped to Mundarng, but it
i5 usual to pump it to some high place from
which it may gravitate to lower localities.
A charge of 25, 6d. a thousand gallons is
excessive and amazing, when it is considered
that in some instances the rate in the metro-
politan avea is 1s. 3d. per thousand. That
differentiation is out of all reason. Residents
of Greenmount and Darlington have to pay
25. 6d. a thousand, whereas for the most part
the people in the metropolitan area pay 1ls.
3d. a thousand, and the lowest charge is 1s.
a thousand. The higher metropolifan rate
represents 50 per cent. less than the people
in the outer suburban districts have to pay.
I hope further eonsideration will be given to
this matfer, and practical encouragement
extended to people to live in the outer sub-
urban areas by the imposition of reasonable
water rates and abolition of wmeter rents.

Mr. RODOREDA: The items cover the
maintenance of stock routes, and the esti-
mate has been reduced, roughly, by £500 as
compared with the expenditure for the pve-
vious financial year. 1 hope that £500 will
not be faken from the steck routes mainten-
ance grant. Regularly have I complained
ahout the lack of attention to stock roufes,
which are vital factors in the economic and
commereial life of the whole of the outback
portions of the State. Twenty years ago, the
Government used to loock after the stock
routes, which were then kept in a reasonable
state of repair. A gang, with the necessary
plant, was kept travelling up and down
the stock routes as a full-time job.
Subsequently a new scheme was evolved
affecting not enly the North-West but
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the Murchison as well, under which
the maintenance was handed over to
the various road boards concerned, whieh
were provided with an annual grant for each
well. If the secretary of a road board had
time to attend to the work, reason-
ably satisfactory vesults followed. In
some instances the seereturies had neither

the time nor the knowledge enabling
them to see that the wells were kept
in a proper state of repair. Very

often the distances to be travelled were too
great to enable proper inspoetions to be ear-
ried out. The conseqnence was that the wells
were neglected. The timbering was eaten
by white ants, and fell in, with the result
that the wells collapsed. Every time I made
contact with a drover, I received complaints
about the condition of wells. Later on var-
ious road boards gave permission to station-
owners to equip wells with mills and tanks,
provided they made available necessary faei-
lities for travelling stock. That proved satis-
factory at times, but frequently the squat-
fers concerned had no stoek for which the
water supplies were required over periods
of two years or so, and therefore they did
not worry about the work. Althongh under
an chligation to maintain the wells in accord-
ance with the terms of their agreements with
the road boards, they have not attended to
that requirement, which resulted in a lot of
inconvenience to travelling stock. T have
also been informed that some station-owners
have built their shearing sheds on the stoeck
route and erected fences, thus causing stock
to travel off the route. I do not ask
the Government to revert to the old system,
which cost an enormous amount of money
annually. I suggest the Minister should
send a qualified inspector along the route
anmually to report on the condition of each
well and to aseertain whether the road
boards were doing their work properly.
If that were done, the position would
be much more satisfactory. I trust the
Minister will take some notice of my
remarks, because I am getting siek and
fired of drawing the attention of the Com-
mittee each vear to this matter, with no
remedial measures resulting. The Minister
is acquainted with the position in the North-
West, and he must realise the vital import-
ance of the stock route.

Hon. ¢, &. Latham: The trouble is that
you have a safe seat.
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Mr. RODOREDA: This diffienlty affects
more than my district. It affects the caitle
and ~heep men from the Kimberleys down
through the Murehison, Meekatharra and
Mullewa. While the safety of my seat may
prevent me from securing the satisfaction I
desive, the Government should certainly
aldopt my suggestion, or some similar scheme.
1 bave heard the member for Murehison com-
plain strongly about the condition of the
stock route wells, but little improvement has
been cifected for some years past.

Alr. MARSHALL: I endorse the remarks
of the member for Roebourne. The con-
tract that existed hetween the department
and the local authorities has not operated
for some considerable time.  Under that
scheme, the department subsidised the roan
hoards to the extent of £10 per well per
vear. for which the boards had to attend

to the maintenance of the wells within their

respective distvicts.  TUnfortunately, the de-
partment conceived the idea that a profit
was being made ont of the grant, and re-
duced it by 30 per cent. The Meckatharra
Road Board dissociated itself from the con-
tract, and the department now maintains the
well~. One feature of present-day con-
dittons is that very few head of stock
have heen travelled over the route fo the
railbeads at Meekatharra, Nannine and Cue.
That explains why few, if any, eomplaints
have been received regarding the mainten-
ance of the wells. There has been no de-
mand for work to be undertaken there, he-
cause there has been no transportation of
stock. Recently, however, several drovers
have been along the route.

The Minister for Water Supplies: Per-
haps vou are not aware that we have now
acreed to recondition all the wells from
Broome o Meekatharra.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then I shall immedi-
ately sit down,

Vote put and paszed.

Progrez= reported,

House adjourned ot 10.20 p.om.
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The PRESIDEXNT took the (hair at £30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT
RELIEF.

Metrapolitun Area and Country Iistricts.

lon. K, I[. H. HALL asked the Chief
Seerefary: On page 70 of the Auditor Gen-
eral’s Report under the heading *“Unemploy-
ment Rolief” the following disbursements
for the year 1937-35 are shown:—Bed
[ickets £217 13s.,, Meal tickets £330 13s,,
Board and lodging £477 8s., Ration orders

(34) £979 18s. 1d., Cash relief (12)
420 1s., Firewood and freight £711 4s. 1d.

What portions of these amounts were ex-
pended—(a) in the metropolitan avea; (h}
in country distriets?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replieid:
£441 6s. 7d. of the above amounts was ex-
pended in centres ontside the metropolitan
area and adjoining distriets, As most of the
Tovernment works ave being earried out in
conntry distriets, approved nnemployed men
livine in the country have alinost invariably
heen advantaged by being gmiven work  in-
steal of sustenanee.

QUESTION—BUNBURY HARBOUR

BOARD.
Interest, Siltage, Nredging.
Hou. E. H. 1. HALL asked the Chief
Seerctary: 1, What was the amount of

acerued unpaid interest owing to the Treas-
ury by the Buubury arhour Board on (a)
the 30th June, 1924, and (b} the 30th June,
19387 2, What is the amount of expenditure
on the work designed to prevent siltage at
Bunbury? 3, What was the average annual
expenditure on dredging for the five vears
prior to the commencement of the above



